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venting the accession of Crown Prince Frederick to the
throne, they were frustrated by Prince William, who de-
clined to be a party to any such conspiracy. Indeed, in
spite of all that has been said to the contrary, I am firmly
convinced that William at no time took any part, either
directly or indirectly, in the Bismarckian plot to oust his
so sadly afflicted father from his rights to the crown. But,
on the other hand, it is certain that he was suspected by his
parents and relatives of being privy to the scheme, and
that he was treated with still greater hostility and lack of
affection by them than previously, which naturally served
to embitter him more than ever before.
Emperor Frederick's reign lasted not quite one hundred
days, and throughout that period a conflict may be said to
have raged around the bedside of the dying man. Both
he and his wife, aware how brief his tenure of the throne
was destined to be, were bent on inaugurating some of
those liberal reforms and popular measures which had been
the dream of their entire married life, and which they
wished to see put in force, as a lasting memorial of that
monarch who figures in German history to-day as 't Fred-
erick the Noble.'1
Prince Bismarck, and all the leading statesmen of Prus-
sia, it must be admitted, ranged themselves against the
imperial couple in the matter. They expressed profound
pity for the dying emperor, but they denounced the empress
with the utmost virulence for taking advantage, as they
described it, of his condition to endow Germany with
some of the most pernicious features of English political
life, which, while all very well for Britons, were destined
to prove disastrous in the extreme if applied to Prussia.
The fiercer the opposition, the more resolute did both the
emperor and empress become in their determination to

